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On January 14, 2026, a
sudden leakage of
flammable  methane
gas occurred during the
heading excavation of
HRT Face 4A (RD
+1268m). Several
personnel from the
executing agency, M/s
Patel Engineering Ltd.,
sustained burn injuries
in the incident.
Consequently,
excavation work was
suspended with
immediate effect to
ensure medical
treatment  for  the
injured and to conduct
a mandatory safety
audit. The CSIR-
CIMFR team advised
that tunnelling may
proceed safely if the
protocols viz Effective
Ventilation
Management,
Continuous Monitoring,
Procurement of DGMS
approved, handheld,
rugged methanometers
for realtime site
assessment are strictly
implemented.
Therefore, in view of
the urgency the work
was awarded on
nomination basis.
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On January 14, 2026, a
sudden leakage of
flammable methane gas
occurred during the
heading excavation of
HRT Face 4A (RD
+1268m). Several
personnel from the
executing agency, M/s
Patel Engineering Ltd.,
sustained burn injuries
in the incident.
Consequently,
excavation work was
suspended with
immediate effect to
ensure medical
treatment for the injured
and to conduct a
mandatory safety audit.
The CSIR-CIMFR team
advised that tunnelling
may proceed safely if
the  protocols  viz
Effective Ventilation
Management,
Continuous Monitoring,
Procurement of DGMS
approved, handheld,
rugged methanometers
for  realtime site
assessment are strictly
implemented.
Therefore, in view of the
urgency the work was
awarded on nomination
basis.
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